Vavilov was returning to Russia from a plant hunting expedition in Mexico and Central America 9 I was introduced to him and we chatted briefly 9 He impressed me as a great bear of a man, well tanned and with a somewhat rumpled appearance 9 When he learned I was interested in the Cucurbitaceae he offered to send me the publications of his Institute on various aspects of this important economic family in which he always had a major interest. These papers were in the process of publication, and I received them in due time.
"Vavilov attended the 6th International Genetic Congress at Ithaca in August 1932.
He was one of the VIP's 3 at this gathering, along with Morgan, Miiller, Sturtevant, Goldschmidt, Fisher, Haldane, Wright, Emerson, Darlington, Beadle and others. It was here that Vavilov presented for the first time, at least in English, a paper on the evolution of cultivated plants which essentially comprised his gene center theory 9 This paper was later published in the Proceedings of the Genetic Congress under the title, 'The process of evolution in cultivated plants. ' "Vavilov was no shrinking violet in any company. He had the capacity to present his ideas forcefully and enthusiastically, reinforced by masses of experimental data and field observations."
